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THE MISSION OF COL. JOHN LAURENS TO 
EUEOPE IN 1781. 

\_Continued from the January number. ] 

[53.] 

[jOHN LAUEENS TO BEN.TAMIN FRANKLIN.] 

Brest. 28th May 1781. 
I do myself the honor to acquaint Your Excellency that I 
embarked this morning early on board the Resolue, that she 
weighed anchor with the vessels under her convoy and made 
an effort to put to sea — but a calm proceeding we were obliged 
to re-anchor in a position for embracing the first favorable mo- 
ment that may offer this evening or to morrow morning — In 
the mean time an extraordinary Courier arrived from the 
Court, in consequence of which the specie that had been shiped 
on the Kings account was ordered to be relanded — ^this change 
was occasioned by the reflexion that the probability of our ar- 
rival at Philadelphia wd. subject this money to an expensive 
and dilatory land transportation — or to new risks at sea — in 
order to deliver it at Rhode Island — ^ The reason of my 
mentioning this to Y'^ Excelcy is that the same sum will be 
transmitted by another convoy^ — in a short time, probably at a 
more early date than the epoch which I mentioned in ray last 
for a farther remittance on account of the United States — 
which will furnish the opportunity we wish for — and I entreat 
Yr Excelcy to pursue the matter with the Court — that we 
may obtain an execution of their promise — on this subject — it 
is to be observed that it w'^ be much less pernicious to the in- 
terest of the common cause to have the interval between the 
second and third remittance protracted — than that beuveen 

S'SThis reference is undoubtedly to money which the French gov- 
ernment was sending to the Chevalier de Ternay, whose fleet was 
then bottled up at Newport, R. I. (See McCrady's History of South 
Carolina in the Revolution, 1775-1780.) 
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the lirst and second — the advantages of a» early credit are 
obvious — 

I am informed that tliere is a farther arrival of supplies 
from paris — for the Continental ace* and that part of our 
Howitzers ai-e expected from Nantes — if the latter arrive in 
time we shall embark them — the Remainder will arrive in the 
course of the next month — and as they are a very important 
object, furnish an additional reason for hastening a convoy — 
M^ Jackson has ti'ansmitted me as yet nothing more than 
the Invoice of the Cargo which CaptGillon had laden on board 
the Indiau^^ on ace*; of the State of S° Carolina — the articles 
in general coincide with our present demands — those that do 
not are rejected — as soon as I was apprised of the ample sup- 
ply of blue Cloth by the Marquis de la fayette I wrote to stop 
the purchases of that article in holland-^that we might not 
make unnecessary provision — I have not as yet heard of IVP 
Gillons arrival at Amsterdam — nor has he written to me — 
nor am I acquainted with the reasons of this unexpected de- 
lay- 
As my father from the Circumstances of his Captivity added 
to the misfortune of his possessions being in the hands of the 
enemy must necessarily be in want of money — I must request 
¥•■ Excelcy to furnish him from public funds — he has been 
hitherto supplied by his friend M'" Manning — but private re- 
sources in time of war, may become precarious.^ 

Mem. to destroy a letter to Congress^which will be re- 
turned by Moylan of L'Orient — 

I am 
L 
Endorsed : Copy of a Letter to 

His Excelcy Doctor Franklin.^* 

Brest 

29th May 1781 



siThe South-Carolina. See Vol. I. of this magazine, p. 33, note. 

55See Vol. I. Collections of the South Carolina Historical Society, p. 
ISetseq. 

56It seems a little strange that only one of John Laurens' letters to 
Franklin appears in the published works of Franklin, edited by his 



110 



so. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 



[5i.] 

[memorandum FROM BABUT & LABOUCHERE TO JOHN LAURENS. 



Quantite suffisante de 
drap bleu pour 20 
mille habits de soldat, 
avec la doubleure ne- 
cessaire 



Idem de drap Blanc 
pour 20 mille Vestes 
& Surtout 



Ou pourroit les procurer en draps 
de Lodeve et des environs, il y eu a 
eu 4/4 ou uue anne de large qui 
couteroiept rendus icy aux environs 
de Y*^ I'anne d'autre en 5/4 de large 
des meme fabrique qui couteroient 

gth IQS 

Ou se sert aussy pour la troupe de 
draps de vire qui ne sont pas tout a 
fait aussy forts, lis ont 4/4 ou une 
aune de largeur et on les etabliroit 
icy de 5*^' 10/ a 7*^ I'anne 
On pent employer pour Doubleure 
de la serge tte Bleue qui a 17 a 18 
pomes de large qui coute 24? I'anne 
Ou bien d'une autre etoffe eroisee 
qu'on nomme ladiz de 21 a 22 pomes 
de large qui couteroit 23? I'anne 



Ou employe ordinairement du drap 
qu'on appelle tricot qui a 5/8 d'anne, 
ou 26 pomes de large et qui coute- 
roit 3^^ I'anne 



Draps et Doublenres 
pour habits d'officiers 



Ou trouvera tout ce qui sera neces- 
saire en draps de Sedan qui ont 5/4 
de large Le Bleu vaudra de 15't' 10 

a 23*^ 10^ I'anne Le Charaoir 

Idem 



grandson, William Temple Franklin, and that is a letter which was 
written at sea on June 9, 1781. Franklin's reply to that letter, dated 
Passy, November 8, 1781, is published in Wharton's Bevolutionary 
Diplomatic Correspondence, Vol. 4, p. 837. 
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Ill 



Le Blanc . . de 14th 10/ a 22'^ 10. 
L'Ecarlatte . . de 18 a 28*1} I'anne. 
On peut emploj'er pour Donbleures 
des habits d'officiers 
du Has de Castor Blanc Lise de 22 
pomes de large qui vaut 2'? 18 a 
3'? I'anne du Pas de maroe de 22 
pomes de large qui vaut de 40 a 
42? de la serge de mande Croisee de 
18 pomes de large . . 28? I'anne 
Colle eu Ecarlotte vaut 45 a 48! 



Drap de Eussie ou 
Toille pour 20 mille 
pantallon. 



On ne kouve point icy dn drap de 
russie, mais on a deja emploj^e pour 
res pantallon une toille qu'on 
nomme pertres que les Espagnol em- 
ployent beaiicoup et qui coute ac- 
tuellement 25^ I'anne 



Pour 20 mille Chemise 



Les crees larges qu'on tire de mar- 
laix conviendroient et Ton s'en est 
deja servi pour cet usage, Elles cou- 
teroient au phis 34? I'anne 



5000 pieces toilles pour Tenter 
1000 d? pour marquiser 
1000 d? pour border les ten- 
ter 



Cette qnantite nous paroit 
forte pour qu'on linesse se la 
procurer dans ua court Es 
pace, II faut necessairement 
demander ces toiller en flan- 
ders ou elles se fabriquent 
chaque piece contient 60 
annes et fa largeur est d'une 
aune, Elles re vreiment icy 
aux environ de 45? I'anne 
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Pour russembles tous les objets cy dessur il faudroit au 
moins 3 ou 4 mois depuis I'instant que les ordres seroient 
donnes ; II y a un article doiit nous D'avouc pas encore parte, 
Cest Celuy des Couverturer, nous doutons qu'il fut possible 
d'en procurer 40 rnille dans un si court Espace, mais ou pour- 
roit en tirer a la fois de tous les Endroits ou il s'en fabrique, 
nous penson qu'il leur faut d'environ 6 pies de long sud 4|- de 
large mesure de franco, Elles reviendroient icy de 7 a 9'^^ piece 
suivant la qualite 

Endorsed iy John Laurens : Note relative to 

Cloth? Babut & Labouchere 

Endorsed by Uenry Laurens : Memorandum from 

Babut & Labouchere 
respecting cloth for the 
American Army — 

[55.] 

[list of articles of clothing PEOCUEED FEOM FRANCE BY 
JOHN LAUEENS.] 

HABILLEMENTS de 10,000 hoinmes en habits, vestes et 
Culottes, Dont 10,000 habits re vers, parements et colets rouge, 
boutons de inetail blancs unis. 
10,000 Yestes de tricot doublees de Cadis ou Serge, boutons 

de metail blanc loms. 
10,000 Coulottes doublees de toile |, boutons d'Etoffe. 

Savoir 
habits en drap bleu teint .... 5000 ) ^ „ „ „^ 

habits sn drap brun 5000 j ^"'""" 

vestes en tricot blanc 10,000 

Culotes en tricot blanc. 10,000 

Detail des Marchandises Necessaires pour la 
Confection des objets cy dessus 
Pour les 5000 habits en drap bleu 
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8125 an .. drap bleu teint a 1 and f 

1250 an .. drap rouge pour parement revers et Colets a 1-6 
13333 an /3 Serge Blanche pour doublure a 2 and f 
2500 an toille rousse pour poches et droits Ills a 1/ an 
7500 douz. gros boutons de metail blanc unis a 1 douz. 6 
3750 douz. dils petits a oz boutons 

Pour les 5000 habits bruns 
8125 an Drap bleu 
1250 an Drap Rouge 
13333 an ^ Serge blanche 
2500 an toile rousse de f 
7500 douz. gros boutons de metail 
3750 douz. dits petits 

Pour 10,000 vestes et 10,000 culottes 
28333 Tricot blanc a raison de 2 an 5-6 
17500 and Cadis blanc pour doublure des vestes a 1 and f 
13333 Toile | pour poches et droits ills des vestes et poches et 

doubleure des culottes a 1 and f 
10000 douz. petits boutons de Metail blanc pour vestes a 1 
douz. ceux des culottes etaht d'etoffe 

Lesquels 10,000 habits, 10,000 vestes et 10,000 habits 
serout faconnees 

Savoir 
a Paris a Montpellier 



habits 7000 3,000 

vestes 5000 5,000 

Culotes 5000 5000 



Ponr operer la Conjection de cet habillement avec 
la Celerite desiree et en effectuer le 

1 Envoy de 2000 habits, vestes et culotes pour le 1^^ 
Juillet 

2 Envoy de 3000 habits, vestes et culotes pour le l^"" 
Aout 

3 Envoy de 5000 habits, vestes et culotes pour le 1®^ 

S'? 
2 
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Ou a affecte la distribution de travail. 
Savoir 
4000 habits bleu 1 ("1000 habits bleu 

3000 habits brnn 1 J 2000 habits brun 

d Paris 5000vestes i^-^ ^^^ntpe^^^H 5000 vestes 

5000 culotes j 1.5000 culotes 

( 2000 habits bleu ] 
Le Premier Envoyde -{ 2000 vestes )■ Sera fait 

[ 2000 culotes J 

Les 2000 habits bleu de Paris 

Les 2000 vestes ] de Montpellier 

Les 2000 culotes j 

Le Second Envoy sera fait 

2000 habits bleu ] 

2000 vesies V de Paris 

2000 culotes j 

1000 habits bleu i 

1000 vestes V de Montpellier 

1000 culotes ) 

Le troisieine Envoy sera fait 

3000 habits bruns ^ 

3000 vestes > de Paris 

3000 culotes J 

2000 habits bruns ) 

2000 vests V de Montpellier 

2000 culotes ) 

RECAPITULATION 

habits bleu 5000 

habits Brun .... 5000 

vestes 10000 

culotes 10000 

Premier Envoy de Paris 2000 

„ , T. I de Paris 2000 

Second Envoy J ^^ Montpellier..3000 

5000 habits bleu 
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rp . w -c, de Pars 3000 

Iroisieme Envov ^ , ,, , ,,. „„„„ 
■' de Montpelher.2000 



5000 liabits bruii 



Premier Envoy de Montpellier. .2000 
Second Envoy de Montpellier. .1000 
Troisienie Envoy de Montpellier.2000 
Second Envoy de Paris 200(i 

Troisiome Envoy de Paris 3000 



10,000 vestes 



Premier Envoy de Montpellier. .2000 
Second Envoy de Montpellier. .1000 
Troisieme Envoy de Moritpellier.2000 
Second Envoy de Paris 2000 

Troisienie Envoy de Paris 3000 



10,000 culotes 



I'ar Conseqnent Les 
Envoys Serout Compdsess 
Savoir 

Habits 



Blen Brnns Vestes Culotes 



Le premier de 2000 2000 2000 

Le second de 3000 3000 3000 

Le troisieme de 5000 5000 5000 



5000 5000 10000 10000 



Lesquels dix mille habillements Completes Mouteront 
suivant le detail cy apres a la Somme de 
Savoir 
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8125 an Drap bleu teint .... 4 8 lOf . . . . 69062£=sl0== .. 

8125 an Drap brun a 8 65000 =..=.. 

2500 an Drap rouge a 8 =10 .... 21250. .. = .. 

18666 an | Serge blanche, .a 1 —15 . . . .32666 =13 — 4 

29500 an Cadis blanc a 1= 2 ==6.. 38187 =10 = .. 

28333 an Tricot blanc a 2 =18 . .. 82165 =14 = .. 

18333 an toils de | a 1= 8 25666 = 4 = .. 

15000 douz. Gros boutons. .a .. = 5 3750 = .. = .. 

17500 douz. petit id a .. = 3 2625 =..=.. 



335,373 11 4 
Faconee de 

10,000 habits h 1.. =14/. . . . 17000 ) 
10,000 vestes a •• 18/. . . . 9000 \ 30,000 
10,000 culotes a .. 8 . . . . 4000 ) 



365,373=11= 4 



ISTous, Soussignes, Jean Holcker d'une part et Sabatier et 
Despres d'antre part avons fait le present marche pour effect- 
uer I'habillement de dix raille hommes d'apres le d'etail cy des- 
sus aux Clause et Condition cy apres, Savoir. 

Nous S?' Sabatier fils et Despres nous Engageous de fournir 
aux prix cy dessus detailles, les draps, tricots, cadis, Serges et 
toiles, et de veiller a la confection tant a Paris qui a Montpel- 
lier, des habits, vestes- et culotes pour etre Livrer aux Espoques 
cy dessus designees, et pour I'execution des quelles il a ete fait 
tous les dispostions. 

Nous nous obligeous en sus de rendre compte au dit S^ 
Holcker fant des pris des facons qu'il resulteront apres la con- 
fection, que des quantites en chaque genre de marchandises 
qui y auront ete Employes. II nous sera tenir compte des 
fraix de voiture et droits a deffant de passeports sur les tricots 
a cadix qui nous seront envoye de Lodeve icy pour la confec- 
tion de la partie des vestes et culotes qui etoit y etre executee. 



MISSION OF COL. LAUEENS TO EUEOPE. 117 

Les f raix d' embalage noas seront alloues sur les facteurs 
que nous en remettrons. 

En sus des prix du moutant de la depense gen^rale il nous 
sera alloue 2 p. ../O de commission 

Et moy S"^ Holclver engage envers les S''^ Sabatier fils et 
Despres de leur payer le moutant de cette fourniture. 

Savoir 

La somme de trente raille livres moutant apercudes facons 
entrois payments de dix mille livres chacque, 

Le premier le 20 du present mois. 

Le second le 20 du mois de Juin prochain 

Et le troisieme le 20 du mois de Juillet prochain 

Et quant in moutant des Marchandises je promet et m'en- 
gage de ramettra anx dites St^ Sabatier ills et d'espres un bil- 
let au porteur du moutant des marchandises payable dans un 
an a compter de la datte de la reeonnoissance des pei'sonnes 
chargees de la confection des dites habillementes, a la charge 
de I'escompte a demy pour cent par mois. 

Fait double a Paris le neuf may mille sept cent soixante dix 
sept Signe holcker fils, Sabatier tils et Despres. 

Nons Soussignes r^connoissons avoir autorises M. holcker 
fils a contracter en sou nom, mais pour notre compte la march6 
cy dessus avec M.^^^ Despres et Sabatier tils, nous promettons 
& nous nous engageous de le mettre en etat de remplir les en- 
gagements qu'il a contracte par icelui et de lui fournir a cet 
effet I'argent neeessaire pour aequitter le billet au .porteur qu'il 
pourra faire comme si nous les avions fait nous meme en foy 
de quoy nous avons signe le present. 

Fait a Paris ce 12 Juin ITTY. B. franklin, Silas Deane, 
Signes. 

Nous Soussignes S""^ Jean holcker tils d'une part et Sabatier 
tils et Despres d'autre part sommes convenus de faire efliectuer 
en sus des dix milles habits portes au present traitte cinq 
mille habits, vestes, et culotes dont deux mille cinq cent hab- 
its en drap bleu teint et deux mille cinq cent en drap brun, 
parements, revers et colets rouges, vestes et culotes blanches 



118 so. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINB!. 

au meme prix, clauses et conditions y stipulies. Fait a Paris le 
10 aont 1777. holcker ills, Sabatier lils et Despres Signes. 

Nous Soussignes, reconnoissons avoir antorise. M. holcker 
a traiter avec Messieurs Sabatier fiis et Despres pour cinq mille 
habits, vestes et culotes, clont deux mille cinq cent habits en 
bleu teiut, et deux mille cinq cent en brun, parements, revers 
et colets rouges, vestes et culotes blanches, en sus du present 
traite et auxmeme clauses et conditions y stipulies. Fait a 
Paris le 15 aout 1777.7-=B. franklin, Silas Deane Signes/. 

Endorsed : List of Articles necessary 
for the clothing 10,000 
soldiers — 

Procured from France by 
J. L. for the United 
States 



[56.] 

[list of WAELIKE STORES DEMANDED OF FRANCE BY JOHN 

LAURENS.] 

Etat Ulterieur des objets demandes par le Colonel Laurens. 
Effets d'habillement. 



15000 Convertures de laine larges et fortes. 
6000 Chapeaux de soldat 

Eff'' de Carapement 

Dela Toille a bonnette pour deux mille tentes de soldat. 

Une quantite de toille proportionnee de la qualite pour tentes 

d'officiers. 

De la toille a pourvir— en proportion — 



Effets d'Artillerie. 
5000 fusils. 

2500 Ep6es pour les serjens d'enfanterie 
800,000 pierres de fusil— 

10 Moulles a balle p"" faire 20 battes a la fois. 
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Endorsed hy John Laurens : Etat Ulterieur 

de Demandes — p'' 
le Comte des Etat Unis — 
Endorsed by Henry Laurens : List of Warlike stores 

demanded by J L from 
the Court of France, for 
the United States 

[57.] 

[estimate of clothing to be PUECHASED in HOLLANU by JOHN 
LAURENS FOE THE AMEEICAN AEMY.] 

Officers cloathing 

2000 yards of superfine deep blue cloth equal in width 
and quality to English cloth a 16/6 sterling per 
yard. ' £ 1650— 

L600 yards of superfine white cloth 
equal to English cloth a 16/6 sterling 
Pyard 1320— 

100 yards of buff colour'd cloth equal 
to English cloth a 16/6 sterling per 
yard. 82.. 10— 

1 00 yards of scarlet ditto equal to Eng- 
lish cloth a 18/6 sterling per yard. 92. 10 — 
4000 yards of sattinet or fine shaloon 
white, equal to English a 2/ per yd. 400 — 

130 yards of buff ditto a 2/— 1 3— 

250 yards of scarlet ditto .... a 2/3 28 — 2. 6 

35 V*^ of deep blue sewing silk 
35 Jts white ditto 

4bts —buff- ditto 

9 I'ts scarlet— ditto 

3 '?ts black ditto 



86 ^ts of best sewing silk a 28/ ^^ i2U- 8- 

35 \>'^ of deep blue best scarf twist 
35 !>t» of white ditto 
4 ws of buff ditto 
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^^^ of scarlet ditto 

78l'ts of best scarf twist .... 26/ b* 101.. $ 



1000 yards of buckram a 9 'i yd. 31. 10— 

100 t-t^ line thread for Taylors a 3/ illL 15— — 

35000 yards of fine linen for shirts not 

exceeding 2/8 sterling p"^ yd. 4666.. 13.. 2 

212-2- groce of shirt buttons for y? Col 

lars a 1/6 15.. 18..9 

75 ^*** of Thread for making up the 

linen a 10/6 39.. 7..6 

750 dozen pair of fine white worsted 

hose a 60/ y? dozen 2250— — 

550 dozen pT of strong white thread d? 

a 48/. 1320— 

200 dozen pT of strong grey thread dv 

a 36/. 360 

1000 plain Beaver hats a 15/— 750 



Continued £13,262.. 7.. 11, 
Amount Continued £13,262.. 7.. 11 

Soldiers cloathing. 

15000 yards of strong and serviceable 
deep blue cloth — equal in width and 
quality to English cloth of the York- 
shire manufacture at 7/6 sterling per 
yard — 1^ yard making a coat. 5625 — 
25000 yards of strong and serviceable 
white cloth equal in width and quality 
to English cloth about 5/ sterling per 
yard — 2 yards and a half to make a 
waistcoat and pair of overalls. N B. — 
Should the cloth be narrower the 
quantity and price must be in propor- 
tion 6250— 

22,500 yards of strong white shalloon 
jr fiannel for lining at about 1/. 1125 — 

2000 Ms of blue thread 
500 t>ts of red ditto 
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2000 I'ts of white ditto 



4500 ¥^ of thread suitable to y? clothes 



a 2/6 ^t 562.. 10— 

Linens. 

6200 pieces of strong bleached 7/8 — 
dowlas for soldiers shirts — a 30/. 9300 — 

3500 pieces of unbleached 9/8 Russia 
sheeting at about 37/6 per piece 4975 — 

3800 pieces of ravens duck a 27/. NB. 
if ravens-duck cannot be procured — 
light canvas — or other proper cloth for 
tents of equal quality with the ravens 
duck — and a proportionate quantity — 
1000 pieces of brown drilling for 
Officers Marquees a 20/— 1000— 

1000 pieces of strong oznaburghs for 
the borders of tents — each piece to con- 
tain 100 yds. a 8? 3333.. 6.. 8 
1000 pieces of light sail cloth fit for 
Waggon covers a 35/ p"" p? 1750 — 



52313.. 4..7 
Amount Continued £52313.. 4..7 

1000 *>t^ of unbleached thread for the 
Russia sheetings .a 1/8 p^ >« 83. 6.4 
1500 ^J^ of thread for making y? dow- 
las a 3/6 p ^t 262.. 10— 

700 Groce shirt collar buttons a 1/2 40. 16. 8 

700 Groce of larger ditto for shirt 

sleeves a 1/4. 46. 13.4 

100 Groce of narrow white worsted\ 

binding 

100 Groce of narrow yellow ditto } 35 — 



200 Groce of narrow binding for^ 
trimming coats at 3/6 y't Groce . 
2000 dozen pair of strong and warm 

woolen mittens a 8/ P dozen 800- 
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5000 dozen large worsted hose a 18/ 4500 — 
10,000 Blankets a 5/ 2500— 



£60581.. 10. ll 
10,000 hats a 2/6— 1250— 



£61,831.. 10.. 11 



To be deducted 

3,100 pieces of dowlas a 30/ 4650 

1750 pieces Russia sheeting 

a 37/6. 2487.10. 

1900 pieces Ravens duck, a 

27/— 2565— 

500 pieces brown drilling 
a 20/. 500 

500 pieces ozuaburgs — a 
S-i yd 1666.13.. 4. 

500 pieces of sail cloth ) 

I a 35/ 875 
for waggon covers ) — 12744. 3. 4 



Total of ye purchase in Holland £49,087.. 7.. 7 

20 



98,1,747 
12 



11780971 



1178097-LivreR 



700 yards of white Cloth for facings 
equal to English at 7/6 per yard 
860 yards of scarlet ditto at 8/ 
250 yards of buff ditto at 7/6. 
Estimate of Tonnage 



MISSION OF OOL. LAURKN8 TO KUROPK. 123 

(Moathing for 10,000 men. 100 bales 

10,000 hats 50 bales 

10,000 blankets 62 bales 

Officers cloatbing ] da i i 

. , ,. ,. * V 80 bales 

including linen ] 

292 bales 
Linens 275 cases 



567 Packages 



Endorsed hy John Laurens : Estimate 

of Cloathing to 
be purchased in 
Holland. 



Endorsed hy Henry Laurens : Estimate of Cloathing 

to be purchased in Holland 
for the American Army. 

[58.] 

[liESOLnTION OF THANKS TO JOHN LAURENS FKOM THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS.] 

Addressed : Lieu! Col. Laurens — 



By the United States in Congress Assembled- 
September 5. 1781 



The Committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Hon^.ie J. Laurence^^ special Minister of the United States at 
the Court of Versailles delivered in a report^ Whereupon 

57This report, dated Philadelphia, September 2, 17SI, Is published 
in Wharton's Revoluiionary Diplomatic Correspondence. Vol. 4, p. 685 
et seq. The estimates therein referred to by Col. Laurens are pre- 
sented in the foregoing papers numbered 55, 56 and 57. 
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Resolved/. 

Tlmt the conduct of Lieu* Coll Laurens in 
his Mission to the Court of Yersailles as Special Minister of 
the United States is highly agreeable to Congress and entitles 
him to public Approbation — 
Resolved/. 

That Lieu* CoU Laui-ens have leave to join 
the Army agreeably to his request — 

Extract from the Minutes 
Cha^ Thomson sec^ 

Endorsed by John Laurens : Act of Congress. 

5*1^ Septem'l781. 

Endorsed hg Henry Laurens : Act of Congress 5-Sept 1781 

approving L5 Col? Laurens's 
conduct as special Minister to 
the Court of France & permit- 
ing him to rejoin the Army. 

[59.] 

[jOHN LAUEENS TO THE PEESIDENT OF CONGRESS.] 

Philadelphia 6*^ Septem 1781. 

Having placed my ambition and happiness in the service of 
my country — ISIothing can be more pretious to me than the 
act of Congress by which they are pleased to express their ac- 
ceptance of my late efforts to serve the U. S. 

I entreat Y"" Excelly to be persuaded that lam invariably 
devoted to the general interest — and that I shall ever esteem 
the approbation of Congress delivered in the name of the peo- 
ple as the most exalted Recompence that a Citizen can receive 
on any occasion — 

I feel myself under peculiar obligations to ¥•■ Excell? for the 
indulgent manner in which You have communicated the sense 
of Congress in Y"" Lettei of the 6^'^ 

This testimony is the more dear to me, on ace! of your dis- 
tinguished public & private Character — 1 shall religiously 
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preserve it as a monament of Y'" Desire to encourage tlie ser- 
vants of the people in their Duty — and them with prin- 
ciples of public 
I have the honor 
with the greatest veneration 
attachment 

Yr hb^ 
Servt L 

Endorsed hy Henry Laurens :^^ Copy of a Letter from J L 

to the President of Congress 
Philadelphia Q^^ Septem 1781. 



[60.] 

[On the same day — September 6, 1781 — Colonel Laurens 
submitted an additional report which is published in Whar- 
ton's Revolutionary Diplomatic Correspondence^ Vol. 4, pp. 
700-701. Iii the last paragraph of that report lie says : "I had 
recourse to the State of Rhode Island for horses, &c., the par- 
ticular account of which will be given to the board of war." 
The following is Col. Laurens's rough memorandum on the 
subject. It is written on the inside of the wrapper to a copy 
of one of his letters.] 

four hbrses and two sulkies — 

one sulkey left and one horse exchanged at 

Danbury 

One horse exchanged at K's ferry & a 

packsaddle left at Morris Town — and 

two exchanged — 

K traveling waggon with four Harness 

complete — left at philade^ 

58This letter is somewhat mutilated — the endorsement by John 
Laurens and some words near the end being torn away. 



